
KNOW, WHAT, 
HOW, LEARNT
[KWHL]

Thinking Tool

what i know?
(Brainstorm Known Facts)

what i need to know?
(gaps in knowledge))

How will i find it?
(searching)

what have i learnt?
(reflections on new understandings)

This thinking strategy is very effective to do at the 

beginning and end of a topic.

Individually, in small groups or as a class, think about 

what you already know and relate to about the topic 

in the Know column.

In the What column, write what you need to discover 

about the topic.

In the How column, describe how you are going to 

research the topic.

After you have completed the topic, reflect on what 

you have learnt and in the Learnt column write your 

new understandings and connections.

From everyone’s input, discuss the Know, What, 

How, Learnt as a class.


