
Student Voice: Detentions Survey 
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1. Doing a detention tells me that the 

school takes bad behaviour seriously.  

    

2. Doing a detention helps me think about 

the things I did wrong. 

    

3. Detentions are good for helping me 

improve my behaviour. 

    

4. I don’t deserve most of the detentions 
I get. 

    

5. I don’t mind doing a detention if I 
deserve it. 

    

6. I skip detentions where I can. 

 

    

7. Detentions make me think that the 

adults at school are in charge. 

    

8. Some teachers give lots of detentions 

and others give out very few. 

    

9. When I’ve done the detention, it 
removes any bad feelings between me and 

the teacher. 

    

10. I’m better behaved for teachers that 
give out lots of detentions. 

    

11. Detentions are a good way to make 

sure our school is a safe school. 

    

  

12. Teachers and students usually want a better and safer school. What could 

students and/or teachers do here to make our school a better place for everyone? 
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Instructions For Staff 

 

Use this survey on students who have had 4 or more detentions in the last year. The 

school is interested in how well detentions work – for the school and for students. 

We’re interested in what students think. 
 

There are no right or wrong answers, and students won’t get in trouble for honest 
answers.  Just read the question, think, and give us an honest answer. Students don’t 
put their names on the form. 

 

Some students will need help reading or understanding the language. Please offer 

help, via a senior student or adult, but don’t lead them to any particular answers. 
 

Once you’ve got some responses, contact Mark. He has an excel programme to analyse 
the results. He’ll also add your responses to the responses from other schools. 
 

Mark Corrigan 

mark.corrigan@minedu.govt.nz 
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