Overview of the GCSE Music Set Works - Background
Jdnformation and Performance Circumstances
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‘Kapellmeister’ in
Koéthen from 1717-
1723.

The six Brandenburg
Concertos were
written between
1711 and 1720 and
were dedicated to
Christian Ludwig,
Margrave of
Brandenburg.

between 1796 and
1799.
Written for Prince

Karl von Lichnowksy.

‘Pathétique’ refers
to ‘suffering’.

Is Classical but
shows signs of
Romantic style.

for John Dryden’s
play based on the
story of Oedipus.
The song features
the character
Alecto. It is the
music which calms
Alecto until she
drops her whip and
the snakes fall from
her head.

the first single from
the album.

One of the few
songs where Freddie
Mercury wrote the
lyrics first, which are
about a high-class
escort.

Reach number 2 in
UK charts.

Is musical theatre.
Tells the story from
the point of view of
the witches Elphaba
(Wicked Witch of
the West) and
Glinda, the Good
Witch.

Is the finale song for
the first act.
Realising the Wizard
is not all powerful,
Elphaba vows to
fight the Wizard.

Revitalised and re-
popularised the use
of grand-late-
Romantic orchestral
scores.

Has a late
nineteenth-century
approach to melody,
harmony and
orchestration.

Uses the Leitmotif.
Herbert Spencer was
the orchestrator.

Composer: Roberto
Baden Powell
Aquino (1937) —a
Brazilian guitarist
and composer.
Music mixes
Brazilian rhythms
with complex jazz
harmonies.

Lyricist: Vincius de
Moraes (1913-80) —
famous poet and
lyricist for many
well-known Brazilian
songs.

Set work is a bossa
nova, written in
1962. Mixes
elements of samba
with jazz.

Lyrics — Portuguese.

Volume 2: Release
was put on hold
after the death of a
core member of the
group (Jo Bruce).
Sinéad O’Connor
stepped in and
wrote the lyrics to a
track that became
‘Release’.

Album released on
25 January 1999.




