
Whodunnit?

• Use chemistry to gather clues and 
solve a mystery. 

What kind of 
jobs do 

scientists do 
that help us?







The finalists



Ted
Told the judges that his secret was just 

water and sunshine.



Emma 
Spent 5 months showering her pumpkin 

with love.



Tina and Bob

Said their 
secret was to 

grow the 
pumpkins with 

the rest of the 
flowers in their 

garden. 



Ella

Said her 
secret was 
that her 
Daddy 
helped 

her!



Evidence Found...

We need the help of a 
scientist to test the powder 
and find out if anyone has 
cheated.

I’m just a little concerned 
as powder has been found 
on the pumpkins.



Safety first

• What are the risks of this experiment?



Over to you…..

• Complete the Lab report for 
the judge, sharing your 
findings of what the powder 
is.

• What reasons do you think 
the competitor would have 
had for cheating?

• Can you explain how powder 
residue testing can be used in 
the wider world?
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The Culprit was.......



Ella’s Dad

She was so excited about the competition and I 
really wanted her to win.  I’m sorry for what I 
did.

She was so excited about 
the competition and I 
really wanted her to win.  
I’m sorry for what I did.


